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than practice. — Newark Sentinel. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Mr. Josepn H. Ricwarps, as our readers will 
gbserve by the standing advertisement on our first 
pace, is the publisher and goneral business-agent 
ef this paper, in place of Mr. J. Hl. Ladd, who has 
yetired from his connection with this office. All 
remittances and letters on business should be ad- 
dressed, as heretofore, to the “ Publisher of The 


Independent,” and all communications for the edi- | 


tors, to the “ Editors of The Independent ;” in both 
cases at No. 22 Beekman street, New York. 


oe 


ECLAT AND ENVY AS HINDRANCES . 


TO PRAYER. 


Tux present aftitude of the public press 
with respect to the Union Prayer-Mcetings in 


this city, must awaken deep solicitude in | 


thoughtful and prayerful minds. ‘That there is 


a tendency to exaggerate the influence of the | 


mectings as such, and to clothe them with that 
vicarious power which superstition 1s always 
ready to confer upon the mere instruments ol 


good, must be evident to those who read at- | 


tentively the reports of some of these meet- 


ings as they appear in some of our contempo- | 


raries. ‘The eclat given to these meetings, the 
indiscriminate reporting of whatever enthusi- 
mtic or excited persons—perhaps utter strang- 
ers to the reporter—may chance to utter, the 
magnifying of the intercessory influence of par- 
ticular assemblies in a particular place—all 
this tonds to foster that spiritual pride and that 
reliance upon more human agencies, which are 
destructive of the spirit of prayer. Dr. Cham- 
bers in his recent work on the noon prayer- 
meeting, has pointed out this tendency and 
most emphatically rebuked it. 

On the other hand, there is in another quar- 
ter a spirit of detraction, which undervalues 
the real influence of these meetings for good. 
We have read with no little surprise and grief 
the following remarks ina leading editerial in 
Tir American Preshyte rian of Philadelphia, 
upon the prayer-meetings of this city : 


“In New York the practice prevails of reporting 
esch meeting much {n detail, and most of the ma- 
terial is manufactured into books, so that at pre- 
sent marvelous instances of answers to prayer and 
remarkable conversions arcindemand. This fact, 
no doubt, has its influence upon the meeting, as 
well as upon the reports manufactured for the 
market. Ocr New York friends, too, arc 2 mer 
curial race. Thoy boil even when they are cold, 
and are excited in their fogyisms and conserva- 
lisms. It is difficult, therefore, to judge of their 
real temaperature by any ordinary thermometer. 
Still itis proper to infer that there is fire where 
there is somuch smoke, and that the Lord is in the 
camp as leng as the peopic shout solustily. There 
has, no doubt, great good been accomplished in 
Gotham, and there is room and abundant need of 
still mere of the same sort. Satan has long had 
his seat there, and if it be really truc that the m:- 
thatesial thyone is also located there, and the rest 
of the vorid are to address thoir petitions to this 
favored locality, in order to receive the consideras 
tion of heaven, it is a high distinctior, for which 
we have no higher authority than The New York 
Observer. Our city moves more quiot.” 


Such comments could not have been prompt- 
ed by the spirit of that prayer-meeting in Phil- 


adelphia which has moved in almost telegraph- | 


ic sympathy with the meetings in Now York. 
“ Do ye think that the Scripture saith in vain, 
The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?” 
No doubt the attempt to give eclat to the Ful- 
ton-street meeting or the appearance of spiritual 
p\ fling in the reports referred to, is deserving 
of rebuke. But surely the tone of the above 
extract is not that of wise and friendly admo- 
nition, With pride on the one hand and envy 
on the other, to ensnare aud hinder them, the 
peoyle of Ged have special reasons for walking 
humbly and softly before Him. Brethren in 
Chiist, brethren of the press, grieve not the 
Spirit of God. 
om aibiitcn 


DR, SCHAFF AS A ILISTORIAN., 


Ir is grateful to turn from the excitemeuts and 
controversies of the outer world to the thoughtful 
repose of the scholar. It is hopeful as well as 
grateful to find that the spirit of German scholar- 
Blip—tho patient, plodding, thorough, earnest, ex- 
haustive investigation of whatever topic may en- 


gage it—can not only thrive in the mideé of our | 


intense utilitarianism, but can even borrow from 
this a practical impulse for its own onthusiasm. 
Dr. Philip Schaff of Mercersburg, widely known by 
his “ History of the Apostolic Church,” is a good 
®xample of an Americanized German scholar. 
With the thorough and enthusiastic pursuit of his 
subject through all its aceumulated literature back 
to its original sources, he combines that wise ec- 
lecticism which leads to the highest utility. In- 
stead of being mastered by his subject as an end, 
he masters the history of the Church for the use 
and benefit of the Church at the present day. 

It is now five years since Dr. Schaft published 
his History of the Apostolic Church. In the 
preface to that work he expressed the wish and 
intention “to give from reliable sources,’a com- 
nlete, true, and graphic account of the develop- 

~* “eta kingdom on earth, for the theo- 
ul benefit especially of ministers 


; much more condensed 
and teacher Neandor; but this condensation is not 


carried to the extreme of obsoure and unsatisfao- 
| 
| 


than that of his prototype 


tory brevity. 


notices of individual fathers into personal biegra- 
| phies, Schaff gives a brief characterization of each 
| and of his opinions. Neandér gives very :auch 
| the materials and processes of his own invostiga- 


_| tions, Schaff gives the results of his studies and 
| reflections in a well-digested narrative—providing , 
us also with copious tabular evidence of the liter- | 


! ary apparatus which he has employed. His own 
| statement of the duty of the historian may be 
| taken to characterize his work. 
| ef the historian, which comprehends a'l others, is 


3 | fidelity, the reproduction of the history itself, mak- | 
For this | 
| purpose he needa “ both scientific research and an 

artistic composition, guided by a sound moral and | 
| Backus, the Baptist historian of New fngland, 


| ing it live again in his representation "’ 


We do not propose to enter into a minute eriti- 


| ed tg: 
| religious spirit. : 


| cism of Dr. Schaff’s new volume. We take it for 


| granted that all who have read his “!listory of 
| the Apostolic Church” will possess thomeslves of 
this; and we can safely commend it asa general 
| guide in the period of which it treats ;—learned, 
| candid, catholic, devout, and in the main accurate 


in its facts and sound in its philosophy. Yet we 

cannot bestow this general commendation without 

a word of caution upon a very serlous detect, 
| which the reader should always keep in mind 
| when tempted to accept some eloquent mysticism 
of the author fora genuine fact of history. 


| vor whenever a historical generalization, however 
vague or specious in itself, seems to illustrate his 


vations are sometimes expressed in language of 

striking beauty and even of grandeur. Tbus he 
| writes of tho old Paganism : 
“By its superstition it betrayed the need of 
| faith. Its polytheism rested on a dim monotheis- 
tic background, subjected all the gods to Jupiter, 
and Jupiter himself te a mysterions fate. it had 
at bottom the fecling of dependence on higher 
| powers and reverence for divine things. It pre- 
' served the memory of a goiden age and of a fall. 
' [It bad the voice of conscience, ania sense, ob- 
seure thovgh it was, of guilt. It felt the necd of 
| reconciliation with Ceity, and sought tet recon- 
| ciliation by prayer, penance, ayd sacrifice. Many 
of its religious traditions aud usages wore faint 
| echoes of the primal religion; and its mythoiogi- 
| cal dreams of the mingling of the gods with mon, 
| of demigods, of Prometheus delivered by Hercules 
| from his helpless sufferings, were anconscious 
| prophecies and fleshly anticipations of Christian 
| truths.” 

Again, of the preparation ef the world for Chris- 
tian ty, our author says : 

“The Jews were chosen for things eternal, to 
keep the sanctuary of the true religion. The 
Greeks prepared the elements of natural culture, 
of science and art, forthouse of the Church. The 
Romauis developed the idea of law, and organized 
the civilized world in a universal empire, roady 
to scrve the spiritual universality of the Gospel. 
Both Greeks aud Romans were unconsciols ser- 
vants of Jesus Clirist, the unknown God.” 

This last citation conveys in forcible language 
facts which, in their substantial truth, are univer- 
sally acknowledged ; the former betrays a tenden- 
cy to press to an extreme of generalization a few 
uncertain analogies. Wut the danger of a mind 
constituted like that of Prof. Schaff, and prone to 
such theoretical and sometimes poetical generali- 
zation, is that it will confound what God in his 
wise and holy Providence las made to issue in the 
higt est good possible in this world of sin, with 
that which is in its own nature the best thing for 
man to choose and to periorm. This is the logi- 
cal defect of the theory of organic development as 
applied to history. But this is merely an inci- 
dcntal defect of Dr. Schaff as @ historian ;—per- 
haps it exists more in our inferences from some of 
his expressions than in any particuiar siatement 
on his part. 

The defect of his book lies in another direction. 
lt is that of confounding C/risiianity as a lifo and 
power wiih “ (Ae Church” as ga organism. 
; *reats of the propagation of the Church in thé 
Apostolic age; e. g., “St. Peter and the Church 
among the Jews;” “St. Paul and the Church 
| among tho Gentiles ;’? whereas neither Peter nor 
, Vaul went about to propagate the Church—to es- 
| tablish branches of an ecclesiastical organization 
| —-but they preached the Gospel, and wherever 
| converts were made, there Clirist’s spiritual kiag- 
| dom, Christ's living Church, was manifested anow; 
and when these converts associated themselves in 








Christ. The most remarkable fruits of Christian- 


| ity in the Apostolic age, namely at Semaria and 


at Antioch, resulted from ihe testimony of the dis- | 
ciples, (not apostles, nor commissioned officers of | 


the Church) who being driven from Jerusalem by 


| persecution, went everywhere proclaiming the 
| Word of the Lord. 


| izing power, but not the history of an organization 


| propagated by Peter among tha Jews and by Paul 
| among the Gentiles. Wherever Christianity is cx- 


uals or through organizations, there the Church of 
_ Christ is manifested. 
| lievers in Christ are associated as such for Christ- 
ian wership, fellowship, aud ordinances, there is a 
church of Christ. The Fulton-street Prayer- 
Meeting makes a daily manifestation of the Church 
, of Chnist, im its Spirituality, Unity, and Catholic- 
ily; yet thatis neither a church ef Christ, nor a 
| branch of an organic structure called the Church 
| Of Christ. The failure to recognize this obvious 
| distinetion between the propagation of Christianity 
and the exicnsion of an organism, is a radical de- 
fect in Dr. Schaff’s history. 
Thus where John speaks of the seven churches 
of Aria Minor, Dr. Schaff speaks of “ the Asiatic 
| Church”—as designation quite unknown to the 
| Apostles. Our author looking always for the de- 
| velopment of an organism, overlooks the real work- 
ing power of the Gospel. Thus he speaks of “the 
Apostolic Church as a free, independent, and com- 
_ plete organism, a system of supornatural, divine 
life ina hufnan body.” We frankly own that this 
language does not convey to us any definite idea. 
| He speaksof the ministry as an office in this or- 


| even unto excommunication (p. 130) Yet when 
he confronts the case of the incestuous person at 
| Corinth, he contradicts this by saying (p. 138) 
| that “the act of discipline is that of the whole 
, Congregation in the name of Christ.” Ho had 

before said jhat the ministerial office includes 


‘logy.” The first installment of | POW*T “to declare to the penitent the forgiveness 


Tistory now lies before us in a 
ym the press of *” “ner, 
the*” 


YP jmitive | oo. 


of sine, and to the unworthy excommunication in 
the name and by the authority of Christ.” 

On the subject of Baptism Prof. Schaff concedes 

~uch historieally and Philologically to Immer- 

We marvel that while he refers to Car- 

*ty, he makes no mention of Dr. 

se work on Baptism is the 

‘a subjeet in the Eng- 

‘ve recommend 


os 7 reign of gionists- . 


Whore Neander gives extended cita- 
| tions, Schaff contents himself with references to 
the origival sources; where Neauder expands his 


“ Tho first duty | 





The Book of Acts is the his- 
| tory of Christianity as a living, advancing, orzan- | 


emplified as a living power, whether by individ- | 


Wherever professed be- | 








The mind of Dr. Schaff kindles with poetic fers | 


favorite view of the organic development of his- | 
| tory as from a preconceived germ. His generali- 














| Separates contended. 


He | 


— —— : — << 


ne 


15, 1353, passed a vote approving the action of the 


Tract Society at Boston. 
The Waldo Conference, embracing 14 churches 


in the same atate, at its meeting in Scarsport, Jane 


, 1558, protested azainst the action of the Now | 


3 
York Socie'y and approved that of Bostoa, 


—-& @<2——— 


ISAAC BACKUS, 


A wycenr:y published volume (Lifo and Times 


ef Jxaae Backus, by Alwah Hovey, L.D., Professor 
of Christian Theology in tho Newton Theological 
Institution, Gould & Lincoln, of Beston, publish- 


ers) Gpens a very important field of siudy in the | 


eburch-history of Now FHiugland. Tho great 
awakening in the middle of the last contury call- 
ed into being a sectarian body of Congregational- 
ists, known at the time and for a generation afler- 
wards as Sepyarates, but now hardly known at all 
even by men who think themselves tolerably well- 
informed in our ecclesiastical history. Isaac 


began his ministry as a Separate. |’rof. Hovey’s 
volume therefore gives to the public of to-day 
some account of that almost forgotten sect. 

he Separates were often called Now Lights ; 
but the two names are not identical in their mean- 
ing. The revivalist preachers gonerally—espe- 
cially those who left their own congregations for 
a while, and traveled about to preach the word— 
were called New Lights. Pomroy, Bellamy, and 
Edwards himself, if we mistake not, wore stigma- 
tized with that name, but none of these wero Sep- 
arates. No theological dispute had anything to 
do with the division, for the Separates wore thor- 
oughly orthodox, and though some among the reg- 
ular pastors in that day accepted the Arminianism 
of the English John Taylor and were the forerun- 
ners of the Unitarian defection, the churches and 
pastors senerally hell fast the old system of doc- 
trines. The “ New Divinity,” as it was afterwards 
called, bad hardly begun to be discussed; and 


when the “ New Divinity men” became a theolog- | 
ical party or school, they were all of “ tho stand- 


. 5 . ‘ ® , 
ing order, ’—for so the established Congrega'ional- 


ism was designated in distinction from tho schis- 


matic churches of the Separates. How then could 


, such a schism grow out of the revival? 


A 


\ 


purcly and simply Congregational order, 


it had been 


assumed and 


cession, the cardinal principle of Congregational- 
ism—the liberty and independence of cach local 
church—had been lost. The 
a while, learned to call themselves “ Strict Con- 
eregationalists,”’ and they had a full right to that 
designation. 
gatiovalism of the Cambridge Platform, rejecting 


only the anti-congregational concessions which | 
that constitution makes tothe civil magistrate. A | 
| reader who has been recently studying the writ- 


ings of John Robinson and other early “ Separat- 
ists’® from the ceclesiastical establishment of old 
Englan¢, cannot but be struck with the closeness 
of the resemblance beiween their principles and 
practices and those of the New England Separates. 

Many of the Separates became Baptists. In- 
deed the Baptists hardly had an oxistence in New 
England out of Khode I[sland, till the Separates, 
moved by sympathies that might easily be ex- 
plained, began to renounce the practice of infant 
baptism. Thus it is that Drof. llovey finds oc- 
cesion {o trace the genealogy of the Bap- 
tists in New England from the Separates. Tho 
Baptist churches Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts, with their thoroughly Congregational or- 
der, aro in part the living representatives of that 


in 


half-forgottcn secession from “the Standing Or- | 


der.” But they are not the only inheritors of 
what was valuable in the principles for which tho 
The churches of what was 
then “the Standing Order,” owe their emancipa- 
iiéh {rom the interference of the state with their 
affairs, to the struggles and protests of the “Strict 
Congregationalists.” Some of the old Sejaraiz 
churches are to-day thrjving and ilourishing, 


| theugh all distinction between them and other 


Congregational churches around them is forgot- 


| ten.* 


| “ Holy Inquisition” at Bologna. 


| tormentors but of Europe and the world. 


We are happy to commend the candid and eath- 
clic spirit in which Prof. Hovey has written what 


sree ; | was evidently designed to bo a “ denominational’ 
| Christian fellowship they became a church of | 


book. The example is worthy of imitation. May 
we not hope for a time when the relations be- 
tween the two great bodies of Congregationalists, 


the Pedobaptist and the Antipedobaptist, who 


were ouce so hostile, shall becoive still miore wor- | 


thy of their common faith and order ? 

* Asketch of the history of the Separatesin Eastern Cen: 
may be found in The Neu Englander for May, i853, pp. 19 
fee also Tracy's Great Awakening, pp 315-325 
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THiE MORTARA OUTRAGE, 

Tuz Jewish communities throughout the world 
are stirred with grief and indignation at the ab- 
duction of a Jowish child from bis parents by the 
The facts of this 
outrage are already known to our readers. [t was 
at midnight on the 23d of last June that the boy 
Mortara, about six years of age, was kidnapped 
from his father’s house on the plea that his nurse 
—a Catholic—had five years before baptized the 
child into the Romish faith. Since that time tho 
father has used every effort to regain his child ; 
but the boy has been removed from place to place 
and kept under the strictest watch ; his parents have 
seldom been permitted to see him, and then only 


| at brief intervals and im the presence of the boy’s 


Catholic custodians. But notwithstanding all 


this surveillance the boy refuses to abjure the 


faith of his father, and the father, undaunted by 


| indignities, threats, persecutions, still lifts his cry 


of anguish and entreaty in the ear not only of his 
Large 
and influential meetings of the Jews have been 
held in England, Holland, France, and various 
parts of Germany, and also in several of the pria- 


: | cipal cities of the United States, and measures have 
| Ganism; &nd Bives to it the power of discipline, | 


been taken to solicit the interference of the various 
Christian powers with the Papal Government to 
secure redress for the afflicted Mortara. 

The Univers, a leading Catholic journal of Paris, 
boldly defends the abduction, upon these grounds: 
‘Mortara lived upon the territory of the Church 
under its protection and subject to its laws. Tho 
law forbids Jews to keep Christian servants in 
their houses ;—but this Mortara has done. The 
law provides two cases in which the children of 
Jews can be baptized without the consent of their 
parents ;—when in danger of death, and when” 
abandoned by their parents. Mortara’s child was 
baptized when in danger of death. But baptism 
makes him a child of the Church; and the Head 
of the Church, within whose immediate domains 
he was baptized, owes it to the safety of the 
young Mortara’s soul that he should place him 
under Chrisgian protection and guard him against 
“~ostasy.’ Such for substance is the plea of The 

* in vindication of this outrage—the very 
“sh the Inquisition has justified all its 
New York Tablet (Roman Cath- 
‘ The Freeman's Journal 

-etion, 


An intelligent reader may find a sutiicicnt ox- | 
plauation in the faots narrated by Prof. Hovey. | 
‘Tho standing order, even in Massachusetis, and | 
much moro in Connecticut, had ceasod to bea | 
Tho | 
liberty of the churches had been saecriiied to a 
| passion for uniformity and regularity. 
incautiously cenceded that some | 
power of superintendence over ecclesiastical af- | 
fairs belongs to the civil authority in a Christian | 


, tist journal, under the caption “ removing the land- , 
commonwealth ; and in that assumption and con- | 


Separates, after . 


They followed closely the Congre- | 


- gall forth the earnest remonstrance of the Chris- 
tian world. [tis not for Jews alone to seek re- 
| dress for such an outrage ;—our common human- 
ity is wronged by it, the sanctity of the family i 
| dishonored, and that freedom of conscience which 
is the crowning glory of our own civil state, is 
| brought into reproach and jeopardy. The perse- 
' cution of a Jow at Vologna, the persecution of 
saptists and Roman Catholics in Sweden, are of- 
fenses egainst the conscience’ of the civilized 
world,—offenses against that principle of religions 
freedom which is indispensable to the enjoyment 
ef the rights of conscience before God. Those 
righis are everywhere sacred because Man, asa 
personal soul, made in the image of God, and re- 
deemed by the bleod of Christ, man in his direct 
personal relations with God his Maker, is so much 
greater than all the institutions which surround 
him—domestic, social, political, educational, ec- 
clesinstical—that mone of these should be suffered 
to come between him and God. And tho princi- 
ple of religious liberty is of so delicate and sensi- 
tive a nature, that we cannot suffer it to be tram- 
pled upon in another without imperiling ic for 
ourselves. We trust (hat the Christians of New 
York and throughout the United States, will make 
common cause with their Hebrew fellow-citizons 
in protesting against the Bologua outrage, and 
urging measures of immediate redress. 

The Goverument at Washington declines to in- 
terfere, on the ground that Mortara is not a citi- 
zen of the United States, and that it cannot inter- 
meddle with the internal administration of other 
countries. This caution, however, must not be 
understood to apply to Mexico ! 








graph: “No oneever heard that the Christian 


and philanthropic governmonts of Europe made | 
representations to the Government of tho Waited | through doubts of their regencrate state, bul should 
States, with a view that the nogroos of tho slavo | the rather come in order to their regeneration. lie ' 
states should in future be treated like Cirristians | feared lest by refusing such altogether he should | 
and human beings, and that at any rate when a | drive them to despair, or to the neglect of all re | 
3 Was 


family was sold it should be soid to one master.” 


though one word from Mr. Cass at Kome would 


kings, sud presidents. 


——6<— 


TERMS OF COMMUNTON, 


The Richmond Religious Herald, a leading Bap- 


marks,” has the following coment upon the prin- 
ciples of church-communion maintained by lev. 
Sclomen Stoddard, formerly pastor of the First 
church in Northampton : 

“Rey. Dr. Thompson, ia his Memoir of Rey. D. 
T. Steddard, explains briefly the nature of the 


Congregationalisis of New England. 
that its mest prominent expounder, Rev. Solomon 


cate the use of the Lord's Supper by al? unregen- 
eralo persons, as a means of grace.’—Be it remom- 
bered to his honor that he withheld his foot from 
such unrestricted licentiousness of practice. But 
what led hii to admit any unregenerate persons 
to the Lord's Supper ? 


‘being in external covenant with God, [by their 
baptism in infaney} if neither ignorant nor scan- 

alcus, they might lawfully come to the Lord's 
Supper, though destitute of a saving work of God's 
Spirit in their hearts.’ According to Uliden, too, 
he maintained that pnregenerate persons of this 
class, not only might but ‘ ought to come, even 
though they knew themsclves to be in a natural 
state. 

Our Baptist neighbor gives too much import- 
ance to Mr. Stoddard’s views, in saying that they 
“onee prevailed among tho Congregationalists of 
New England.” 
is more accurate, viz.—* The name of Rev. Soio- 
mon Stoddard is associated in New England the- 
ology witha controversy concerning the terms of 
communion. Indeed, his views were at one time 
so prominent {not ‘prevalent,’ as The Richmond 
Jleraid bas it] that they were designated by the 
name of Stoddardism.” These views were “ in 
Reformed Churches of that age,” and wero 
really original with Mr. Stoddard. While 
standing and ability of their advocate gave them 
influence, especially in the neighborhood ot 
Northamptou,; yot Mr. Stoddard’s grandson, Jona- 
than Edwards, his colleague and successor in 
the ministry, opposed them with much ability and 
thoroughness, and the great awakening of 174!) 
finally obliteraied them from tho strictly evangeli- 
cal churches. 


not 
the 





discarded views of Stoddard as 
Richmond Herald exclaims: “O 
Ledohbapiism! what hast thou not dono to- 
ward breaking down tho hedge planted by 
; our Lord around his vineyard? Is not thy true 


Ing these 


7 hu 


inns 
Tak 


is text, 


| spirit unmasked by this profanation of the feast, | 


appointed only for those who through faith discorn 
: the body of Christ, and are made one with him?” 
Most cordially do we unite with The Herald in 
depreeating whatever would tend to profane the 
Lord’s table. But the depreciation of the terms of 
ccmmunion in the case under consideration, grew 
out ofthat qualified yet mischievous unionofcburch 
and staie, which for awhile existed in some of tho 
New England colonies. So long as church-mem- 
bership was made a prerequisite for civil privi- 
leges and honors, there was a temptation to lower 
the standard of church-fellowship, and to admit 
into nominal connection with the churches those 
who might be dangerous opponents to the estab- 
lished order in church and state. 
have remedied this evil to have done away with 
infant baptism. Other evasions of the civil law 
would have been invented by politicians. The 
Richmond Herald truly says thet the Lord’s Sup- 
per is “ appointed only for those who through faith 
discern the body of Christ.” But it is appointed 
for all such; and the “hedgo” erected by our 
Baptist brethren shuts out from the Lord’s table 
multitudes whom they acknowledge te be “ one 
with Him” in their lives—shuts out, indeed, the 
majority of true Christians in the world. 

Uhden, in his “ New England Theocracy,” [p. 


Northampton, Mass., carried out the parallel with 


liar manner. As all who were under the cove- 
nant of circumcision were obliged to keep the Pas- 
sover, sO all that are baptized should come to the 
table of the Lord. . . . . He maintained not 
mercly that sanctification is not a necessary qual- 
ification to partaking of the Lord’s Supper, but 
even called this a converting ordinance.” 

Having carefully examined all or nearly all the 
published treatises and discourses of Rev. Solomon 
Stoddard, we are sure that neither Uhden nor 
The Richmond Herald has precisely apprehended 
his meaning. And we therefore offer the follow- 
ing as a contribution to the history of the ques- 
tion. ¢ 

The peculiarity of Steddardism was not, as 
some have supposed, that all persons whatsoever 
born within the pale of Christendom, had a right 
to the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, and should 
use this as a moans of regeneration; but holding 
with the Reformed Churches of that age, that the 
children of “ visible believers,” thongh unsancti- 
fied, were “ eoclesiastically holy,” and by baptism 
wore introduced into churoh-communion, he main- 





228] states that “ Solomon Stoddard, a minister in | 


It would hardly | 


| This case of ecciesiastioal kidvapping ehould tained that “they that ere in external covenant 
with God, and neither ignorant nor scandalous, nay 


lawfully come to the Lord's Supper, though dosti 
tute of a saving work of God's Spirit on thei 


connection with Mr. Stoddard’s view of regenera 
tion. He did not hold to baptismal regeneration 
nor to salvation by ordinances ; but holding tha 


was liable to be perverted, and is not at all coun 
tenanced by sound Congregational usage. 

No minister ever insisted upon the necessity 
than did Mr. 


solemnity Stoddard. 


were converted into fears.”” “There is mucl 
chaff on the floor of the church.” 


“Ts there nothing,” he asks, “ substantial agains 
you? lo you not allow yourself in the neglect o 
some duty? 
bedierce to some of God's commands? 
a self-secking spirit rule you ? 
sin as the greatest evil? 
deminion of some lust? 


Doth no 





restore Mortara to his parents—let the voico of | chief of such a view of the 

° 9 ., ° ras: _ 
the people be heard, im that united and detormined | Ginances of grace. 
public sentiment which is mightier thau popes, , held responsible for the construction put upon his 


Ile tells us | 


Stoddard, ‘did not, as some have supposed, advo- | 


Ho held that the children | 
of believers were ‘ ecclesiastically holy,’ and that | 


The statement of Dr. Thompson | 


aceorgance with the prevailing doctrine of the | 


there nothing that is inconsistent with grace? I 
there be anything evidential against you, you 


hopes are vain?” But while ho thus insisted upon 


the necessity of regeneration, and gave point anc 


We suspect that | promincnee tothe evidences of regeneration, Mr. 
Secretary Cass had seen The Unrers on diplomat- | Steddard held that persons already by birth, by 
° ° ° ° » } © lt 3 

ic intervention, especially tho following para- | baptism, and by covenant within the pale of the 


church, whoso lives were outwardly 
should not refrain from coming to the Lerd’s tabl 


; 
} 
| 
| 


| ligion. This is the key to his doctrine. 


But while the hands of our federal slaveocracy | intended to meet actual cases of CONSCIO™ Ag 
are tied vpen every question of public freedom— | 


His grandson and successor, l’res’” 


idward 
hae abundantly shown the 


scut | 


But ‘Mfr 


| views by others. 
Ds — t 
' 6 +t ° ° 

j “that sanctiiven’s erace is not necessary 


| per”; but he immediately qualifies this positio 


| by the following statement. “ My business wa 


| to answer a case of conscience, and direct those that 
| : 
' 


might have scruples about participation of th 
' Lore S$ Supper, because they had not a work o 
| saving convereton ¢ 20! 2f ali to direct the church 
| cs, to admit any that were not to rai 
“t+ In treating of what he regarde 
| as exceptional cascs he had no thought of pro 
pounding a new theory of church-imembership 


; 7? 
Leue betwvere. 


*Stoddaidism’ which once prevailed among the | Much less did he use Pedobaptisin “ to break down 
the hedge which the Lord has planted about his | 


| vineyard.” 


opponent. 


to coyrupt the churches and usher 


SLecause df advantage 
to many readers, being ready to swallow all witl 
an implicit faith.” 

Mr. Stoddard maintatned his independence, an 
held to progres 
Gcd's Word. 

“ The first Reformers of the Church from Tr’ 
proceeded well, but we stayed not wi 
since Which the Vrotestaut churches 


in theology under the light o 


have 


gone 


generation. All Protestanis agree 
is no infallibility at Rome; and 
pretends to any else since the Apostie’s days 


more than the great 
must all answer for ourselves to our Great Master, 
I am contented, and hope 1! 
tion for that account. In the meantime, I will 
opinion, test I be found beginning to beat my 
fellow-servant, when my Lord shall come.” 
Again he wriies: “It is no olfense to me that 
Mr. Mather has undertaken to answer me 


it would have been a kindness to me. 
desire to be led into a knowledge of the Truth; 
and would be as forward as any to bear a testi- 


of any error in it.” 





| 
| 








| of many of God’s elect.” 


man. 


rence for truth! 


¢ "hy ist” : 


version.” 
commendatory epistle, which concludes as fol- 
lows: 

“Mr. Baxter, notwithstanding the dispute which 
had been between him and Mr. Toms about Pedo- 
baptism, after that wrote a commendatory epistle 
before a learned book of Mr. J'ombs against the 
Papists. It is known that in some points (not 
fundamentals in religion) I differ from this be- 


| loved author; noverthcless, (as when thore was a 
difference of opinion between Jerome and Austin) 
| Jerome said for all that, Tcannot but love Christ in 


Austin; so do I say concerning my brother Stod- 
dard. AndI pray the Lord to bless this, and all 
his holy labors for the conversion and salvation 
In that work Mr. Sted- 


| dard declares “the work of regeneration is of ab- 
solute necessity unto salvation.” 


7 . | Samuel Phillips at the Brick Shop. 
the Jewish Church so often used, in a very pecu- | 





——---s 


* An Appeal to the Learned. Boston: Primtod by A. Green, tor 
170e. 
t Appeal, pp. 2 and 3. 





Montuty Missionary Meetinc.—The meeting 
of the New York and Brooklyn Auxiliary Foreign 
Missionary Society, held on the afternoon of the 


first Monday of the month, is transferred from the | 


Tract House to the rooms of the American Board 
in the Bible House on Astor Place. This meeting 
was established through the influence of tho late 
Dr. Armstrong; and for more than twenty years 
it has been highly useful as a preparation for the 
Monthly Concert in the churches of this city and 
Brooklyn. The meeting is always one of special in- 
terest. The latest intelligence from the missions is 
communicated by the Secretary of the Board resident 
in this city ; and returned missionaries often take 
part in its exercises. The room in, which it is to 
be held is large and pleasant, and is furnished 
with missionary maps. The change to these com- 
modious quarters will better acoommodate those 
who are accustomed to attend the meeting. In 
these days of special prayer and blessing at home, 


and of special providences for the kingdom of 


Christ abroad, the children of God should give 


hearts.”"* But these statements should be taken in 


regeneration and sanctification are indispensable 
to salvation, he held also that the Lord's Supper 
may become a means of grace to unregenerato per- 
sons who shall use it seriously ; 7. ¢. may lead them 
to discern and receive Christ by faith. This view 


regeneration with more clearness, earnestacss, and 
“Tt were 
well,” said he, “ for some professors, if their hopes 


** Multitudes 
that are sainted on earth, are damned in hell.” 


Jo you not live in a way of diso- 


Do you mourn for 
Are you not under the 
Are you not an utter 
stranger to the glory of God, and Jesus Christ? 
fo you not live upon your own righteousness? Is 


correct, 


fa)’ : 

seuacy and the mis- 

covenant and the or- , 
- Stoddard must not be ' 


He dolinas his position to be 

to the 
j lets tlend} liy A e i“. S 

STOPPARD ON REGENERATION AND 2wiul attending the ordinance of the Lord's Sup 


, ¢ "J *_¢ 
nal charity 


In conducting his controversy with Dr. Mather | 
| upon this question, Mr. Stoddard evinced much | 
logical acumen, a high reverence for truth, and a 
considerate regard for the rights and feelings ofan 


“In managing controversies in religion,” he ob- 
| serves, “ there be two usual artilices that frequent- 
ly prove traps to catch the injudicious multitude, 
snd sway more with unthinking men than a deim- 
onstration ; ono is to insinuate that the impleaded 
opinion is contrary to purity and holiness ; a way 
in degoneracy ; 
hereby many men of tender consciences are star- 
tied, as if there were a snake in the grass; the 
other is a magnifying of such authors as do dis- 
countenance or seem to discountenance that opin- 
ion, as if they were but one degree beneath the | 
Apostles ;—they hove men’s persons in admiration 

age, Which proves like a charm 


opery 
h Luiher-— 
further; and I hope New England has dene some- 
thing more than most; but I should be very vain | 
to think there must be nothing left for us of this 
that there 
[ know nobody 
; nor 
do 1 fear tho Athenian accusation of novelty any 
Apostle; and because we | 


ive daily in a prepara- | 


carry it as I ought to all good men of another 


; if he 
could have proved my assertion to be a mistake, 


I heartily 


mony against that doctrine, could | be convinced | ) 


These are the words of a truly great and good | 
What sincerity, what candor, what meek- 

ness, What charity, what mavwliness, what revo- | 
These noble sentiments were 
fitly responded to by Dr. Mather a few yoars later. 
| In i714 Mr. Stoddard published his “ (Guide /o 
designed to assist young ministers in 
“directing souls that are under the work of con- | 
To this work Dr. Mather prefixed a 


jDec. 2. 1858. 


——_— 





more preycrful eed to the great work of evargal 
izing the world. 


7 


f NEW RELIGIOUS 


POLITICS. 
: Ir is curious, if not alarriiny, to ace to wat an 
pisipet, 
jueshor 
Norfolk for 
Word ot God, the 
| question of disbauding a Sabbath sohool ot colored 
| persons in Richmond beeause the y we 
a4 the aet of reading the Bible, the iestion of cirew 
lating at the South these simple texts of 
which declare God's testimony aga 


" Poprei a 
; extent politica! questions are invading ths 


| and the so-called religious press. The 
of mmprisoning a Christian woman in 
| teaching children to read th 


fa 
uc 


re caugatin 
8 of Seriptare 


Mot Oppression 
—all these are political questions, the tmeroet ref- 
| erence to which in the pua'pit would constitute the 
treasonable crime of preaching politics. Bat aow 
that in 12 out of the 207 public schools in this city 
the influence of the I[rish Catho is proslavery 
demecracy has caused the reading of 
be suspended, there is a remarkable d- 
t | of religious politics in sundry conservaty 
| in meetings of Presbyterics and Synods, o 
columns of the religious press. We 
ry, however, for this sgitation. It does good to 
ventilate a great principla by free dise: a; and 
no point is more important to us as a commu- 
pity than that which has so ofien 
* | the duty of applying the principles of 
f ' to all questions and forms of po iti ul ac 


_ 
‘ 


f 


1 


le 
eaHON 


> pulpits, 


nOLe 


Lin the 


478 NOL sor- 


t 


been denied— 
rospol 
As advocates of the rights of couscicuce, we are 
; ullerly opposed to any attempt to coerce the ohil- 
dren of Jews, Romanists, or Infidels 
of the Scriptures in schogs whee gil 
bhave equal rights. It is mot 100057 ary that 
the will of the majonty shew, go $0 
In Ireland the RBiblo jy 
chosis, by au amjor’ | 
8 a ae 7 
» Mecay Wile Lor un Ca 
| tendance 


1 ty read our 


version 
113 ¢xtrems. 
read in all the national 
and 


1olic pi 


satisfaolor y arcaaze 


irents as to the at 

5. oe 

vheir Cr 
seck 

cate the rigu!s of con: in the 


Hebrew child, we must beware 


non-altendance cf 


o iF . 
us ecxercise. Whi 


idron dui 

i to vands 
porson ot a 
that we do not 
tramp.e upon these rights in tl 
sand Roman Cetholic children. Tho mejorit; 
no more right to proselyte by coer 
the Pope himseii. But while we » 


ize an electioneering ec 


Person 801 a tnou 
nays 
45 ‘ 
ion than has 
rmuiid not orvan- 
ompaign the naked 

querticn of “the Bible in schools,” we do cofor « 
, thorough reform in the clection 


| for displacing those intriguing @ 


npotn 


of school-oficers : 
. 5 demegogues whom 
| a portion of the religious pubic have kept in pow- 

er because of their devotion to slaver 


ry and the 
Pnion, and who are as ready to bow down and 


n ! 
Ss . "| 
| worship l’opery as they are to worship the Dagon 
of the South ;—we go for the choice of docont, in- 
@ , 
f lelligent, upright men, men who heave 
for Popery, Slavery, or Ruin, ai 


to leave to such 


no affinities 


id Wwe sh all oa will 


Trustees, acting under a 
healthy public sentiment, the modo of harmoniz 
ing conflicting interests in the 


without dishonoring the Bible or 


. ' 
} c 


1 


public be uools, 


SACTuICINg ths 


hits of 


covecience. 


} SAWYER’S NOW TESTAWMENY. 
Ture scems to be a disposition to treat Mr 
Sawyer’s translation of the New Testament with 
flippant and superficial criticism—very much that 
style of criticism which his publishers, Jewett & 
| Co., have so ridiculously exaggorated in their re 
| view of the Sabbath Hymn-Bool. Perhaps The 
Boston Courier, which takes the lead in disparaz 
ing Mr. Sawyer's labors, borrowed a hint from the 


AT. 


publisher’s recent performance as a critic. Mr. 


sawyer If 





‘griainly eulitied to a candid and re- 
spectful consideration of his work. Heis a Chris- 
| tian of rare honesty of purpose, and a Riblicad 
| scholar of no Hac his taste 
| and judgment always equaled the sincerity of 
| his purpose and the fidelity of his labors, his grave 
| and responsible task would have been performed 
|} much more to our satisfaction. But with all its 


defects, it should be judged by fair canons of crit. 


mean attainments. 


4 


| 
A 
f ickem, tnd as an h neat chndeavor to render 


the 
Bible mor 


available to the mass o! read- 
- ¢is by simplifying and purify he vorsion. 
| That Mr. Sawyer has fallen short of the ideal sot 
» | forth in his prefac somotiines violated 
spection of the book 
And we frankly own that in his 


Lnglish 


ng the 


+, and has 
his own priuciples, a careful in 
| Ww il show. Ton- 

eral execution of the work he has falien below 
| our expectations. But friendly ecriticiam may as- 
| sist him im such a revision of tho volurne as shall 

inake it permanently useful. We first in- 
| etance a few examples of improved rendsrings, 
which show that Mr. Sawyer 
criminating niceties of me 
in English. 

John xiv. 1. Tet 


tn 


will 
is capable of dis- 
aning both in Creek arg 
not your hearts be troubled ,; 
Me. ero the im- 


of the original. 


helieve God and helteve in 
perative conveys 


Joba Xv. Ie, 


the true force 


You have not choren me, but I 
have chosen you, and appoin/d you to go and bear 
fruit. Here appointed is better than ordained, 


which misleads by its technical sense 





Jolin xv. 2. Every branch that bears fruit he 


his 


| frims, ‘lat it may bear more fruit. is better 


than “ purgeth,”’ though pruneth might have been 
better still. 

John x. }6. And other sheep I have which are 
| not of this fold; and them I must lead, and they 
shali hear my voice, and there shail be one flock, 
one shepherd. Here the beautifal contrast of the 
original is preserved. 
|} Such examples taken at random from ons Ges- 
| pel, show that Mr. Sawyer has not labored in vain; 

—that the present English version of the Sorip- 
| tures is capable of improvement, and that in some 
| points he has changed it decidedly for the better. 
But there are quite as many infolicities as thore 
| are improvements in Mr. Sawyer's now version. 
| When he says “the place of a cranium" for tho 
place of a skull, when he speaks of “ a modius,” 
“9 lepton”, “ an asarion,” “a proseuche,” whon he 
tells us that the way of death is “ spacious,” and 
| the way of life “ compressed,” when he makes the 
Savior say “ the Father and I will make our man- 
sien with him,” etc. etc., wedo not think hs im- 
proves the version for common readers. To sey 
| of Lazarus in the grave that “* he sm lis,”” doos not 
| atall improve the edor of our present reading. 
| Weregret to find that an over-scrupulous regard for 
literalness has betrayed Mr. Sawyer in‘o oecasional 
violations of taste and also of idiom. “ A cock 
shall not crow till you shall deny me” may be lit- 
| erally exact; but the English idiom here requires 
the definite article. Mr. Sawyer has redeemed the 
version from those pro-Episcopal terms and ten- 
dencies which do not belong to the original. His 
headings and divisions by paragraph are in the 
main judicious; but his popular and familiar style 
grates upon the ear. 

“ Change your minds” does not express the com- 
plex idea of metanoicte. “Change your hearts” 
would have been at once more Scriptura! and ac- 
curate. Upon tho whole, we advise all who favor 
a new version of the Bible to read with candor 
Mr. Sawyer’s version, and send to him their 
friendly criticisms. Then let him take good schol- 
arly counsel and revise his revision, and we may 
havo an approximation to an improved version. 

-23<--—__— 

Rev. Dr. Patten.—The numerous frianis of Rew 
William Patton, D D, will be glad toknow that after 
an absence of fifteen months in Europe, he bas re- 
turned (by the Arago) in oxocllont health. Dr P. has 
attended numerous conventions of Christians abroad, 
where he haz ably repreaonted American views and 
pringiptes. 
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